Phulchand, and PopatlaL Go and lend them a hand.
Go today. If you stay here I shall have to worry about
you, and one more load will be added to my already
heavy burden. So please go this very day."

What could Mashruwala do ? He came straight to
the Ashram, and became a member of Gandhiji's fold,
for ever!

35. MAHADEV JOINS BAPU
Mahadevbhai Desai came to Gandhiji just a few
days before the Godhra Conference.1 An intimate friend
of his, Narahari Parikh, had already joined the Ashram
National School. The two friends had collaborated in
translating a couple of Ravibabu's Bengali poems into
Gujarati.
Mahadevbhai had passed his LL.B., but was not
practising Law. He had worked for a few days in the
Oriental Translator's Office, Bombay. After that he was
made Inspector of Co-operative Societies on Sir Lalloo-
bhai Samaldas's recommendation. Then he worked for
a while as somebody's private secretary. Finally, being
drawn towards Bapu, he came to Godhra to meet him.
He said: "I can work as your secretary, if you will keep
me with you." He showed Bapuji a speech in English
which he had prepared and written out for his former
employer. His handwriting was certainly beautiful. His
youthful countenance was radiant with purity. His inter-
view with Bapuji must have lasted about ten or fifteen
minutes.
1 This took place in early November,  1917.
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